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 WRITER’S CONTACT INFORMATION 

 202-828-5538 
 cary@bloostonlaw.com  

Via ECFS 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Attn:  WTB/ASAD 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re: Mobility Fund Phase I Auction 
 AU Docket No. 12-25 

COMMENTS ON PROPOSED LIST OF CENSUS BLOCKS ELIGIBLE FOR 
BIDDING 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On behalf of Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company (“Nucla-Naturita”) and its subsidiary 
NNTC Wireless, LLC (“NNTC”), and pursuant to the Commission’s February 16, 2012 Public 
Notice (DA 12-236), we hereby submit these comments on the census blocks to be made eligible 
for bidding in the Mobility Fund Phase I Auction (Auction No. 901).  In particular, NNTC 
challenges the eligibility for auction of the census blocks shown in Attachment A hereto 
(including portions of Montrose County and portions of San Miguel County in the State of 
Colorado).  As demonstrated herein, NNTC has constructed and is operating a CDMA EV-DO 
network in its partitioned service area and it offers 3G service to many of the census blocks in 
Attachment A.  Accordingly, NNTC respectfully requests that the Commission remove the 
census blocks shown in Attachment A from the list of areas eligible for bidding in Auction No. 
901. 

Nucla-Naturita is the Broadband PCS E-Block licensee for portions of the Grand 
Junction, Colorado Basic Trading Area (BTA168), licensed under Call Sign WQEB687 (within 
the western half of Montrose County, Colorado) and licensed under Call Sign WQEB688 (an 
irregular shaped area within San Miguel County, Colorado).  NNTC leases this PCS spectrum 
from its parent company and it offers CDMA EV-DO service throughout its operating territory.   
The Commission has recognized EV-DO as one of the air-interface technologies that is capable 
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of supporting 3G service for purposes of Mobility Fund support.1   As indicated in the Statement 
of NNTC’s President, Mr. Mark Tomlinson (Attachment B hereto), NNTC is currently providing 
3G service throughout the areas that are shown in green on the attached signal propagation map 
(Attachment C).  Moreover, NNTC’s implementation of EV-DO supports data speeds of 
approximately 1 Mbps upstream and downstream.  This is well above the minimum 3G speeds of 
200 kbps downstream and 50 kbps upstream specified at paragraph 361 of the Order.  Therefore, 
where NNTC implements its EV-DO service, such areas should not be eligible for Auction 901, 
since they will already be receiving 3G service. 

As indicated in the attached March 15, 2012, Engineering Statement of Larry Thompson, 
PE (Vantage Point Solutions) (Attachment D hereto), 3G wireless coverage provided by NNTC 
includes substantially all of the western half of Montrose County and significant portions of San 
Miguel County.  More importantly, Mr. Thompson includes in his study a list of census blocks in 
Montrose and San Miguel Counties that are served, in whole or in significant part within 
NNTC’s EV-DO service footprint.  This list coincides with the list of census blocks that NNTC 
is challenging for auction eligibility in this proceeding.  Copies of recent NNTC print 
advertisements (Attachment E hereto) establish that NNTC has been marketing a variety of 3G 
products and services to the public. 

Based on the attached showings, NNTC is providing 3G service to all or a significant 
portion of the census blocks identified in Attachment A.  NNTC has provided herein proof that 
its 3G service is providing data speeds in excess of the speeds required by the Order; and 
evidence that its 3G footprint covers the census blocks challenged in these comments.  
Accordingly, the Commission should remove the census blocks described in Attachment A from 
the list of census blocks eligible for bidding in Auction No. 901. 

Please direct any questions or correspondence concerning the above matter to the 
undersigned counsel. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 Cary Mitchell 
 Counsel for NNTC Wireless, LLC 

 
Attachments 
cc: Lisa Stover, Auctions and Special Access Division, WTB, FCC 
 Sayuri Rajapakse, Auctions and Special Access Division, WTB, FCC 
 Alex Minard, Telecommunications Access Policy Division, WCB, FCC 

                                                 
1  Connect America Fund; A National Broadband Plan for Our Future; Establishing Just and Reasonable 
Rates for Local Exchange Carriers; High-Cost Universal Service Support; Developing a Unified Intercarrier 
Compensation Regime; Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service; Lifeline and Link Up; Universal Service 
Reform – Mobility Fund; Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, WC Dockets No. 10-90, 
07-135, 05-337, 03-109; CC Dockets No. 01-92, 96-45; GN Docket No. 09-51; WT Docket No. 10-208, released 
November 18, 2011 (the “Order”), at paras. 333, 334, and 358. 



Attachment A 
 
Montrose Co. 
 

BLOCK STATE COUNTY_NAME CMA TRACT POP10 AREA S1100 S1200 S1400 
080859661002000 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 9.68          2.819 
080859661002001 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 1 13.82        12.047 
080859661002003 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 4.56         7.531 
080859661002005 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 0.86         2.346 
080859661002050 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 1.81          3.514 
080859661002052 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 1.28          1.518 
080859661002066 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 0.003952          0.108 
080859661002067 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 0.005727          0.097 
080859661002068 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 0.003646          0.095 
080859661002097 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 2 73.87       4.845  62.098 
080859661002112 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 69.48        29.671 
080859661002121 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 14 10.39       3.838    7.368 
080859661002126 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 1.06          2.573 
080859661002129 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 0 1.3          2.117 
080859661002207 CO Montrose 350 08085966100 1 35.9       1.553  24.739 

TOTAL        10.236 158.641
 
 
San Miguel Co. 
 

BLOCK STATE COUNTY_NAME CMA TRACT POP10 AREA S1100 S1200 S1400 
081139682001056 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 2 9.74           9.244 
081139682001081 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 13.89         32.395 
081139682001119 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 27.15     2.809   46.427 
081139682001222 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 4 7.93           8.024 
081139682001226 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 0.003489           0.164 
081139682001235 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 3.92           3.237 
081139682001249 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 0.24           1.037 
081139682001250 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 16.84     1.241   17.502 
081139682001271 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 1.21     0.732     0.894 
081139682001272 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 3.07       .483     2.145 
081139682001279 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 6.08     0.608     5.943 
081139682001280 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 0.35           1.297 
081139682001283 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 0.08           0.578 
081139682001302 CO San Miguel 353 08113968200 0 12.42         24.782 

TOTAL       5.873 153.669
 
 



Attachment B 

NNTC Wireless EV-DO Signal Propagation 
Overlay with Unserved US Census blocks 
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Attachment E 

Recent NNTC Wireless Print Advertisements 
 
 
 
 







 




